Saved from Sin in Order to Serve

The Importance of One
Psalm 139:14

Introduction:
A. The parable of the nail. The nail felt no one cared and no one would miss it because it was
a single shingle nail. It worked itself loose, fell in the mud and rusted. A shingle blew oﬀ,
water leaked through the roof, into the building, onto the pew, onto the carpet, through the
floor and into the basement. The water damaged the roof, the pew, the carpet, the floor
and basement, all because the single shingle nail felt like it was not important, after all, it
was just one small nail in a sea of nails.
B. Are we humans any diﬀerent? We often feel unimportant.
1. Yet if we fail to do our part, the whole church sill suﬀer.
2. One person, one Christian is important!
C. Let us explore the importance of one in a few areas:
I.

The importance of “one” in secular history
A. Thomas Jeﬀerson elected president over John Adams because of the diﬀerence of
one electoral vote.
B. Rutherford B. Hayes was elected president over Samuel Tilden by, again, one
electoral vote.
C. One vote kept Andrew Johnson from being impeached.
D. Indiana’s senator Ed Hannegan cast one vote and Texas became a state in 1845.
E. California, Oregon and Washington became states on the basis of one vote margins.
F. One man, Karl Marx brought communism into existence.
G. One man, Anton Lavey, brought into existence the church of satan and ten years
later it had two million members.
H. Madolyn Murray O’Hair was responsible for the Supreme Court decision to ban
prayer in public schools in 1963.
II. The importance of “one” in religious history
A. Through one man sin entered into the world and plunged the human race into sin
(Gen. 3:6; Romans 5:12).
B. One man by the name of Noah made a great deal of diﬀerence in a wicked world.
Noah found grace in the eyes of God (Gen. 6:8-9)
1. Some have estimated that there were about 25 million people living in the
days of Noah, yet only 8 souls were spared.
2. 2 Peter 2:5; Gen. 6:3)
C. Abraham was one person who made a diﬀerence.
1. God used him to bring the Jewish nation into existence. Through this nation
the Messiah came.
2. Why did God choose Abraham?
a. Abraham believed God and it was reckoned unto him for
righteousness (Rom. 4:3)
b. In hope, he believed against hope (Rom. 4:18)
c. He did not waver through unbelief (Rom. 4:20)
d. He was truly a friend of God (James 2:23)
D. Moses was one person who served as an intercessor who time and time again
begged God to spare Israel.
1. The golden calf (Ex. 32:14; 32)
2. Fiery serpents (Numbers 21)
3. Meat (Numbers 11)
4. To the point that he lost his entrance into the Promised Land (Dt. 32)
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E. Jonah serves as another example of the importance of one man.
1. Jonah the lone preacher preached in ancient Nineveh (Jonah 3:5)
2. Jonah learned that one man and God are a majority everywhere!
F. Elijah was only one man as he stood on Mt. Carmel and challenged 850 prophets of
Baal and Asherah (1 Kings 18). This one prophet prayed that it would not rain and
the rain was held back for 3.5 years (James 5:17-18)
III. The value of ONE soul
A. Matthew 16:26; “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits
his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”
B. Parable of lost things (Luke 15:1-32)
1. One Sheep
2. One Coin
3. One Son
C. The parable of the Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-22)
1. He was willing to give up everything for the salvation of his soul.
2. Except he lacked just ONE thing. Getting rid of his possessions because his
possessions possessed his ONE soul.
D. (Saving the lost) The ONE talent man (Matthew 25:14-30) failed to use his ONE
opportunity to serve the Lord. (Preaching the Gospel is everyONE’s duty-Matthew
28; Mark 16)
1. We should be after the ONE more soul.
2. Everyone can do something in the Lord’s church because everyone has a
talent.
3. Churches in Colombia with the Restrepos and Danville church in Danville,
Kentucky over one Bible correspondence course.
4. Are you at the end of your rope? Bible tract in a hotel room.
IV. Value of One’s influence
A. “Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good.” (Ecc.
9:18)
1. Adam’s sin aﬀected the whole race (Romans 5)
2. Achan’s transgression caused Israel’s defeat (Joshua 7)
3. Rehoboam’s folly divided the kingdom (1 Kings 12)
B. One sinner can keep the whole family from serving the Lord
C. One sinner may wreck the program of an entire church.
D. One sinner can kill the consecration of the zealous and cause many to leave the
field of service.
E. The apostle was concerned about a little leaven leavening the entire church (1 Cor.
5). Paul was aware that fellowship with this ONE sinner would:
1. Imperil the spiritual life of the whole community
2. Bring contempt upon the church
3. Annihilate the church’s influence for good
4. Grieve the Head of the church (Christ)
5. and invite the judgment of God
Conclusion:
A. Every person is important powerful
B. The influence of a single, solitary person is awesome.
C. But remember, if “one sinner destroys much good,” one devout Christian may “turn many
to righteousness.”
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